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 “‘Hope is the bird that feels the light and 

Sings when the dawn is still dark” 

Rabindranath Tagore 

 
 

REFLECTIONS 
“Hope is a Broken Heart” 

Pastor Susie Webster-Toleno 
 

Greetings, dear ones, 
 

When our dear Whistler maven Alison Latham reached out ask-
ing for stories of hope to share with our communities, I thought 
it was a great idea, but when I sat down to write something, I 
found I was having a hard time actually coming up with some-
thing that didn’t sound trite or Pollyanna-ish. As we come up to 
the two-year anniversary of that moment when our world 
changed so radically, I have realized that, to quote Paul Simon, 
“I don’t know a soul who’s not been battered; I don’t have a 
friend who feels at ease.” Writing about hope is a tall order in 
times like these. 
 

Oh, I started out the pandemic doing okay, and even when one 
of my sons got sick with Covid, I knew that I was one of the 
lucky ones, since he recovered reasonably quickly. But then we 
layered on top of our shared pandemic trauma the stress of our 
belated (white) cultural awakening to the fact that black bodies 
and black lives are not valued in our world, and we endured the 
ongoing strife and politicization of who does and who does not 
wear a mask / get vaccinated / etc., and I just became so deeply 
weary: weary of hearing of death and loss, weary of seeing 
businesses struggle and close, and watching communities 
seethe with internal rage, weary of missing hugging people and 
singing en masse, weary of endless Zooming … just so weary. 
 

And I don’t know about you, but I find that level of bone-deep 
weariness to lead to a cardiac paralysis of sorts. It’s not that my 
heart wasn’t performing its physical functions, to be clear; I 
seem to be in good health, as far as that goes. But my ability to 
care deeply was becoming stunted, and my heart of flesh felt 
like it turned into something more like a heart of stone. It’s al-
most as if I formed a protective layer around my heart, so weary 
was I from being present to the sadness of the world.  

And that, my friends, is no way to live. Our scriptures speak of 

it, actually, when in the Hebrew prophet Ezekiel’s writings, we 
hear God say, “A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will 
put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of 
stone and give you a heart of flesh.” (Ezekiel 36: 26) A heart 
that is too protected from sorrow will not break; it will become 
unbreakable, as CS Lewis wrote. And that ~ an unbreakable 
heart ~ is no good. It is the fragility of our hearts that leads to 
peacemaking. It is the tenderness of our hearts that brings forth 
compassion, and spurs us to feed our hungry neighbors, and 
protect the fragile environment, and courageously speak truth 
to power 
 

And now we see a world plunging even deeper into troubled 
times, with the terrifying descent into war in Ukraine along with 
all of the other places where peace seems like a pipe dream. I 
know the world in all its brokenness feels so very heavy right 
now. It’s truly heartbreaking, to the degree that it would be pos-
sible for us all to simply shut down; to stop caring. Because car-
ing too much can feel dangerous, it can seem important to pro-
tect our hearts. 

 

I am all for hope, and I am confident that the hope I read about 
from all of you will rub off on me; I’m grateful for that. I’m also 
conscious of God, who loves the world so deeply, and whose 
dream for the whole world is justice and joy, peace and com-
passion, and for love to reign ~ how must God’s heart be break-
ing? 
 

It reminds me of a Leonard Cohen lyric, from his song, “Heart 
with No Companion,” a song I think must be sung from God’s 
perspective: 
 

“Now I greet you from the other side  
 of sorrow and despair,  
 with a love so vast and so shattered 
 it will reach you everywhere.” 
 

I’m glad we’re focusing on hope in this Whistler; we need it so 
desperately! But I’m also grateful for the fact that hearts ~ my 
heart and yours ~ can still be shattered, so that all of the love 
that is within them can pour out abundantly and flow into all of 
the lives that so desperately need our hearts to be breakable. 
 

May it be so, for us and for our world. 
 

Always, Susie 
 

 

 
from David Clark 
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THE WHISTLE BLOWER 
 

Eshagh Shaoul:  I am very grateful to have a home in Westmin-
ster West, Vermont and live among the kindest most peaceful 
people who are respectful of all religions. We were welcomed to 
the Church with much love and respect although we are Jewish. 
We are grateful that many of our neighbors and friends come to 
our garden to see our “Temple of Love” built on the hill of our 
garden which represents 10 religions. I am grateful to be living in 
Westminster West. 
 

 
 

A sure sign of spring is tapping out at Sidelands Sugarbush. 
Above is Nick Aiken, 19, Westminster West, who just returned 
from his first tour of duty with the National Guard in Qatar and 
Saudi Arabia.  It's good to have Nick back - safe and sound.   
Photo by Dan Crocker taken in late January. 
 

Tim Cowles (1947 – 2021) died just before Christmas.  There 
is a long and very interesting obituary in the January 8-9 2022 
issue of the Brattleboro Reformer.  There will be a celebration 
of his life this spring. He was well known for his paintings of 
cloudscapes. Clouds in all seasons and weather were one of 
his favorite subjects. He once said: “The atmosphere produces 
the most extraordinary art every day.  It’s a shame more people 
don’t look up to enjoy this most democratic of art collections.”  
Thanks you Tim for this reminder to look up, and maybe we’ll 
see you smiling down on us. 
 

Jack Langeloh was honored for his academic achievement in 
the fall semester at Clark University in Worcester MA 
 

John Ewald & Peggy O’Toole are delighted to announce the 
birth of their granddaughter, Lily Marine Ailis Godwin.  Her par-
ents are Mollie Jurewicz & Jonathan Godwin of Auburn, MA.   

Earlier this month, Governor Phil Scott appointed David Deen 
to the Fish & Wildlife Board, the citizen panel charged with eval-
uating scientific and legal recommendations from Fish & Wild-
life Department experts to set hunting, fishing, and trapping reg-
ulations.  
 

Caitlin Adair is recovering nicely from surgery last month for 
colon cancer, and wishes to send heaps of gratitude to the Core 
Group of Living Earth Action Group (Guy Payne, Sue Venman, 
Jessie Haas, Michael Daley, David Mulholland, Cheryl Charles, 
Alison Latham) for providing delicious meals when we needed 
them. Also to Kathy Kingston for turkey tail mushrooms (great 
cancer remedy!)  
 

Sue Venman is delighted to share the news that she's ac-
cepted the position of Pre-K Para educator with the Springfield 
School District. Sue will be helping to develop this much-
needed public school preschool program along with a talented 
and passionate group of educators. She looks forward to shar-
ing her silly sensibility along with her love of singing Raffi and 
old folk songs with a gaggle of 3 and 4-year olds.  
 

Susan Talbot: Our youngest daughter Alexandra is getting 
married in Montana 10/01/2022. She is marrying a wonderful 
fellow from Montana who is a wildlife biologist working for the 
State of Montana. They reside in northern Montana west of 
Glacier National Park only a few miles from the Canadian bor-
der. Rich" is now driving a school bus for the NESU as a full 
time driver. You never know what the pandemic will create, he 
was ready to do something different for a few months. 
 

Rick Cowan:  After 14 years together, Lois Barber and I de-
cided to finally tie the knot on my birthday, December 16--a sim-
ultaneity that may help me remember the anniversary in my de-
clining years. The simple ceremony took place in our living room 
here in Rockingham, VT. Our friend the Hon Patricia Whalen 
officiated with her husband Fletcher Proctor serving as ring 
bearer. Lois read a verse from Winnie the Pooh and I shared a 
poem by my friend Chris O’Carroll from his recently published 
volume "Abracadabratude." 
 

 
 

Left to right:  Emma, computer with zoom attendees, Greer, 
Lois and Rick Cowan.  Photo:  Rick Cowan 
 

A handful of relatives and friends attended via Zoom, including 
Lois’s younger daughter Rachael and her husband Francisco 
in Spain, and her older daughter Jacy and her husband Jason 
in Catskill, NY. My girls Emma and Greer plus Em’s fiancé 
Caleb Cochrane were there in person. 
 



THE WHISTLER BLOWER continued . . . .  
 

Karen Becker: During February her artwork was on display at 
the Vermont Visitors Center in Guilford. Many of the paintings 
on display were painted in Westminster West. Below is her 
drawing of a Song Sparrow, 
 

 
 

Hyim Savel was honored for his academic achievement for the 
fall of 2021 at Vermont Technical College. 
 

Gordon Hayward will be giving a 1-hour Zoom lecture on gar-
den rooms for the Smithsonian's Gardens of America program 
on March 17 at noon. Half the 1-hour lecture is about Mary and 
Gordon's garden and the other half is in part illustrated with pho-
tos of gardens Gordon has designed across the country. To 
sign up Google "Smithsonian Gardens of America lectures."  He 
gave his first Zoom lecture for the Chicago Botanic Garden. 63 
people signed in from 12 states. THE key to his success was 
Guillaume Sparrow Pepin, Lisa and Claude's son, who sat next 
to him so if he got in over my head in the Zoom World, he could 
set him aright. Gordon is working with Jon Potter at The Latchis 
to give the same lecture in the main theater as a fund-raiser. 
 

Livewater Farm was thrilled to welcome a day long visit of a 
snowy owl this last Monday (Feb 21st).  Joe and Cindy Rich-
ards called to alert us and we watched this beautiful bird all 
day as he studied the farm from a fence post in our pasture.  
 

Ian and Zoe Proctor are expecting their first child in June. 

Grandparents Patti & Fletcher are joyously counting the days.  
 

Our condolences to the family of John Gregg, on the passing of 
his mother, Meg Gregg, on March 1st.  

 

The Westminster Cares Garden Tour IS BACK and the pre-
sent plan is to hold it July 9 and 10. 
 

We welcome to the Parch Road neighborhood a new family, 
Jeremy and Sydney Fox. 

GO BAG 
 

If your house should catch on fire, and you have to leave in a 
hurry, what would you want to save?  I lived in Valdez Alaska 
after the big earth quake and tsunami.  I had a bureau with the 
top drawer missing, that was someone’s GO BAG.  So what’s 
yours?  Items to include but not limited to: 
 

Medications, addresses, phone number, photos, important doc-
uments, flashlight, change of clothes, extra socks, spare house 
and car keys, cash, personal toiletry items, spare eye glasses, 
contact lens solution, and pet or baby’s needs for 24 hours. 
 

 

CABIN FEVER SUPPER MORPHS INTO 

CELEBRATON OF THE END OF MUD SEASON 
 

We are sure that all of us are in need of sharing stories, 
making new connections and feeling safe over a shared 
meal. For fifteen years our Cabin Fever dinners have 
been a late winter way to shake off the winter doldrums. 
Unfortunately, the timing isn’t right to do our traditional 
dinner, but we are hard at work planning an outdoor 
Cabin Fever – End of Mud Season Picnic - with stories 
and song – when the weather is warm. Our tentative date 
is Saturday June 4th.   

 
 

SOMERSET INTEGRATAED RESOURCES PROJECT 
 

Please join Co-Sponsors Trout Unlimited (TU), the US Forest 
Service, and Mount Snow as they review progress on future 
plans for the 2020 Somerset Integrated Resources Project 
(IRP). March 24, 2022, 5:30-8:00 PM.  This in-person event will 
be held at the Mount Snow Resort Grand Summit Hotel in The 
Raponda Room.  (email David to get the agenda.) 
 

Come find out the important local work being accomplished and 
planned in 71,000 acres of the Green Mountain and Finger 
Lakes National Forest, Somerset IRP project area. This project 
includes land management of the forests, streams and lakes 
that impact and enrich our lives. There will be more detailed 
information to follow in the next few weeks. Stay tuned. The ef-
forts of the Forest Service, Mount Snow, and TU need volun-
teers. If you would like to join in the effort join TU at TU.org and 
get on our mailing list. We will notify you when things are hap-
pening.  David Deen’s email is  strictlytrout@vermontel.net 
 

 
Snowy owl on fence at Livewater Farm 
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HOPE 
 

The news about everything can be depressing so I want to know 
what gives you hope.  
 

Judy Anderson:  People caring about those less fortunate, 
helping out those who may not be able to do things themselves, 
showing empathy and compassion 
 

Annie Quest: My children and grandchildren give me hope. 
Their optimism. The plans for the future, unbridled joy in small 
things like games, cooking (7-year-old Jameson cooking break-
fast for the family) and their delight in learning new skills. 
 

My marriage gives me hope. This friendship and partnership 
that has been able to endure through highs and lows. We face 
the unknown, sure that we can continue to move forward with 
grace, because it is something that we have done every day for 
decades. 
 

My students give me hope. They come to our school having 
little confidence in themselves and within a short time they are 
standing taller, envisioning higher education, meaningful rela-
tionships and living their lives creatively and successfully.  
 

My friends give me hope. The invitation to feel such an array of 
emotions, to share such an array of inspiration: stories, art, mu-
sic. 
 

Love gives me hope! No matter what happens, I have 
known deep love and it is the dominant force in my life. It is the 
shawl that I am wrapped in. Gratitude gives me a renewal of 
hope daily. How fortunate to have this life, this day, this family, 
this husband, these students, these friends, this love, this grat-
itude. 
 

Cheryl Charles: I have always loved this quote about hope 
from educator and ecologist, Dr. David Orr: "Hope is a verb with 
its shirtsleeves rolled up." That is, we need to work to achieve 
the hopeful visions we have for a healthy, peaceful present and 
future. 
 

John Foster and Andrea Capron:  Here is our hope story.  
Living where we do, we see the beauty not only in the land-
scape but in the people. With all that is going on, we see again 
and again, how people in our area are reaching out to help oth-
ers.  
 

I think with all the difficulties, people are realizing, anew, the 
importance of community and are strengthening it, in small 
ways, but positive ways. It has been a journey of quality not 
quantity. Both Andrea and myself have actively looked for ways 
to help our community.  
 

After nearly 2 years of self-imposed quarantine, our relationship 
with each other and with the hand full of close friends have been 
challenged and strengthened. We have taken time as an oppor-
tunity to visit the landscape where we live, lessened extraneous 
outside influences and seek more quality in our lives.  
 

There is plenty of altruistic giving all around us, just the local 
Putney Food Shelf has provided 285,000 pounds of food last 
year. And on a landscape view, the Windmill Hill Pinnacle As-
sociation has added over 600 acres to their conservation hold-
ing.  Did you notice how so many people came out to help, par-
ticipate and support our wonderful Westminster West Commu-
nity Fair, this past year? 
 

If you look, there is good and plenty of it.  Life is Incredible, 

Virginia Wyoming:  Right now what gives me hope is reading 
seed catalogues and meeting with friends on Zoom.  
 

Kay Clough:  People getting on with their lives in spite of what’s 
happening bad around them. All the ice shanties out on the 
meadows, the skaters, skiers, sports at the high school, espe-
cially all the shot and boosted seniors out playing bridge. 
PEOPLE  LIVING! 
 

Susan Talbot: Yes, there is a lot wrong in the world, but we do 
live in an amazing village. Rich and I witness it weekly, with a 
good deed done to help someone who didn't want to "really" 
ask, cleaning the library, a daughter taking in her elderly parents 
to live with her, having someone over for dinner just because, 
gatherings make us feel a bit normal, and the genuine love we 
have living here. 
 

Debbie Bump: Diane and I are in Arizona, meeting some lovely 
down to earth people. Of course we are enjoying sun and glori-
ous blue sky. But it is the decent people we meet who give me 
hope.  
 

HOPE IS THE THING WITH FEATHERS 
By Emily Dickinson (1891) 

 

“Hope” is the thing with feathers — 
That perches in the soul — 

And sings the tune without the words — 
And never stops — at all — 

 

And sweetest — in the Gale — is heard — 
And sore must be the storm — 
That could abash the little Bird 

That kept so many warm — 
 

I’ve heard it in the chillest land — 
And on the strangest Sea — 

Yet, never, in Extremity, 
It asked a crumb — of Me. 

 

Alison Latham:  The most hopeful thing I see is the underdog 
standing up to power like the Ukrainians and their President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky.  Also the Round Rock Texas Black Parents 
Assoc.  who successfully mobilized against calls to remove a 
book on the history of racist ideas in the U.S. from their school. 
And Liz Cheney for her brave and reckless stand on the big lie. 
 

Catherine Cadieux: A Christmas cactus burst into bloom on 
February 25, in a Florida Retirement Village. It was given to my 
dear friend, Bishop Jane Middleton, two years ago, after her 
and Jack’s grand-daughter, Alexis, a star student, athlete, out-
going, kind, popular and with a bright future took her own life at 
17, leaving her devastated grandparents, parents, half-brother, 
his partner and their child, and extended family and friends. The 
plant grew and flourished but never bloomed until this February 
25, on the second anniversary of Alexis’ death. There had been 
other signs of Alexis’s presence; a handful of rose petals or a 
butterfly hovering near them in a concrete desert devoid of 
blooms; pennies or other small items appearing without warning 
in unlikely places or times, with deep personal meaning for 
Alexis and her grieving bi-racial family Jane’s deep faith and 
commitment to the Gospels continues to inspire and heal thou-
sands in her care, and inspires me to be more open to the Spirit 
in our midst, and ‘let the Mystery be.’  ~quote from Iris DeMent.    
 

Pia Rabin: Hope thou in Me and trust thou in My love for thee. 
 

Alexander Pope:  Hope springs eternal. 



SHEARING DAY – A STORY OF HOPE 
By Janet Langdon 

 

I left at 7 am on a cold February morning with icy drizzle falling.   
I had two border collies with me:  Arlo, the father, now retired 
and living with heart disease; and Bill, Arlo’s son, 3 years old 
and pretty well trained to do most of the jobs Arlo used to do.  
Arlo and Bill are sheep dogs and work at various farms - large 
and small - in Vermont. 
 

 
 

Arlo is left, Bill is on the right 
 

The job today was on the largest farm we work at - Sheep 
Meadow Farm in North Danville - where Jascha, the young 
farmer and his wife, Mikayla, have around 300 sheep which 
they raise for meat.  We were going to help with shearing some 
fifty ewes who are due to lamb in March.  Shearing is not gen-
erally a job which requires a dog to help and I was well-trained 
by the farmer in England where Arlo learned his craft that you 
“don’t use a dog if you don’t have to.”  But I have also become 
quite good at creating jobs for my dog so that he is needed. 
 

Bill’s job today was to lie in one area of the barn in order to keep 
the shorn sheep from going there after the shearer released the 
sheep from where she was held in place under the shearer’s 
knee. 
 

We arrived before the two shearers -  Mary, who is around forty 
and has been shearing for about twenty years, and her appren-
tice, Leslie, who seems younger and has only been training for 
a few years.   
 

While we waited for the shearers, I let Arlo and Bill out to run 
around with the farm dogs, greet the geese and ducks, and go 
into the barn to visit the sheep.  In the past, Arlo would have 
headed right into the barn and taken up his position watching 
the sheep and basically gotten down to work immediately.  Now, 
in his retirement, he wandered around sniffing his favorite 
smells, greeted the farmer and his dogs, and wandered into the 
barn to see the sheep.  Once the shearers arrived, I put Arlo 
back into the car, tied Bill to the fence inside the barn where he 
would spend his day on duty, and watched the women set up.  
Mary hangs her electric clippers from the tractor which has been 
brought into the barn for that purpose so that all she has to do 
is reach up, pull the “on” cord and the clippers go into action.  A 
piece of plywood is laid on the barn floor and the large garbage 
bags are at the ready for putting the shorn fleece in.   

 

Leslie was set up off to the side with her clippers and plywood 
and she did perhaps one sheep for every three that Mary did.  
The sheep were all crowded into one side of the barn - helped 
there earlier by Bill applying some pressure on them - and taken 
out one at a time by the farmer, handed over to Mary or Leslie, 
wrangled onto their butt, legs in the air, head tucked behind the 
shearer’s knee, and the shearing began. 
 

Generally, she started at the neck, and sheared down the side 
to the butt, over and over, until the sheep was nearly naked.  
Then she did the legs, tail, and head, flipped the sheep over 
onto its legs and off it ran.  My job was to open the wire fencing 
to let the sheep into the shorn sheep area, close it behind her, 
and gather up the fleece from the plywood, stuff it into a large 
garbage bag, and get ready to do it again. 
 

I could have done that forever - no unnecessary chitchat, just 
focusing on our respective jobs - one sheep at a time - Bill, quiet 
and focused in his corner - the women, strong and competent, 
making shearing look like an art form - the farmer, intent on his 
vocation which he had built up from nothing to one of the big-
gest sheep farms in Vermont - and me, filled with gratitude for 
the blessing of being there in that sacred space, participating in 
an age-old ritual. 
 

We shear the pregnant ewes in February so that when they 
lamb in March, it will be easier on them and their babies.  So 
shearing means the promise of new life, of Spring, of mud and 
green grass and hope on the way, in the air, the groaning of 
birthing ewes and the bleating of baby lambs. 
 

February does that.  It offers hope. Like sweet sap that begins 
to run as the days warm and we boil it into dark beautiful syrup.  
Like the poet, who asks, on those cold, windy, hopelessly frigid 

days: “O wind, if winter comes, can spring be far behind.” 
 

READY WHEN YOU ARE! 
From Mary Scherbatskoy 

 

Westminster West Public Library is pleased to announce that 
the first WESTORY exhibition is now complete, and will be part 
of our Spring opening at the Library. 
 

Village Treasure: The West Parish between the Wars 1880-
1910 includes historic photos and maps featuring the families 
and farms of the West Parish, a collection of portraits called 
‘Grand Old Women of Westminster West’, the Fire of 1917 and 
more.  
 

The Library plans an Open House around the time of Town 
Meeting to celebrate the completion of our Automation project. 
We will be handing out our new electronic library cards and be 
ready to introduce everyone to the benefits of us joining the 
Catamount system while inviting the entire community to stop 
in to see the newly created Westory exhibition.  We hope that, 
by that time, folk will be out and about and ready to come enjoy 
all the improvements.  You will always be very welcome at the 
Westminster West Public Library. 
 

GO by Pia Rabin 
 

It’s not fair, but I don’t care 
Win anyway, take the dare 

you can do it, I know you can 
I’ve given you strong wings and sure feet 

and a knowing that will not disappear 
you can go anywhere 



WESTMINSTER WEST CHURCH SERVICES 
Sunday worship begins at 10am  

We are an Open and Affirming Church and fully accessible. 
Come as you are but if you are with us in person 

we ask you to wear a mask. 
 

We are using Facebook Live to stream our weekly ser-
vices, but you do NOT have to have a Facebook account 
to join us virtually. Just go on Facebook to the church's 
page, Congregational Church of Westminster West.,  
 
 

March 6 Lent 1 - Holy Communion - Rev Sharon Easterling 
March 13  Lent 2 - Rev Susie Webster-Toleno 
March 20  Lent 3 - Adrienne Major 
March 27  Lent 4 - David Mulholland 
April 3   Lent 5 - Rev Susie Webster-Toleno 
April 10 Palm Sunday - Rev Susie Webster-Toleno 
April 14 Maundy Thursday - Rev Susie Webster-Toleno & 

Deacons 
April 15 Good Friday – Ecumenical Service in Brattleboro 
April 17 Sunrise Service at 5:55 at Milenkovich’s field 
April 17 Easter Service - Rev Susie Webster-Toleno 

With music from Fred Gray 
 

HOLY WEEK: 
 

Holy Week is nearly upon us! The deacons of the church hope 
that people will make room in their lives for these services: 
 

PALM SUNDAY (April 10) 10am. Rev. Susie preaching with 
music from Fred Gray.  Come wave palm fronds and worship 
with us!   (We will receive both the regular Manna Sunday of-
fering AND the One Great Hour of Sharing offering on this day.) 
  

MAUNDY THURDAY (April 14): Susie and the deacons will 
lead us in a new service with prayer stations, music, and time 
for reflection. 
  

GOOD FRIDAY (April 15): ecumenical service coordinated by 
a variety of Brattleboro area Christian Clergy. Exact details TBA 
— check our church’s Facebook page for more details as they 
emerge. 
  

EASTER SUNRISE (April 17): 5:55 AM — Leaders Tom Griffith 
and Leslie Turpin. Our in person Sunrise Service at the big (re-
ally big) field on Milenkovich Road — IN PERSON! Masks will 
be required and appropriate physical distancing will be needed. 
Dress for the weather! 
  

EASTER MORNING (April 17): 10 AM in our sanctuary, with a 
live stream via our church Facebook page. Susie Webster-To-
leno preaching with music from Fred Gray. 
  

EASTER FLOWERS:  We invite people to bring Easter flowers 
for Easter Sunday Service, making sure they are at church Sun-
day morning. People can email Susie to have them listed as 
being given an honor or a memory of somebody.  
 

TWO CHANCES TO SHARE YOUR BLESSINGS! 
 

This month we have two good opportunities to put our commu-
nal strength behind our wish to be a force for compassion in our 
world. On Palm Sunday, April 10th, we'll participate in the an-
nual "One Great Hour of Sharing," a national interdenomina-
tional offering that supports justice missions throughout our 
country. We will also receive our monthly local outreach efforts 
with our Manna Offering for Our Place in Bellows Falls.  

 

CHURCH  OFFICE  HOURS 
 

Our pastor, Rev. Susie Webster-Toleno, is observing 
more flexible office hours, not always on-site. That said, 
she reserves Thursday afternoons for visits to people's 
homes or outdoor walks when requested, and appoint-
ments for other times can be made via email to: 
susiewt@gmail.com or phone or text: (802-579-8356). 
She takes Mondays as her day of Sabbath rest. 

 

BUILDING USE:  Tom Griffith   387-5694 
 tgriffith@hilltopmontessori.org 

DEACONS: Charlotte Gifford  387-4145 

gifford@languagehead.com 
TRUSTEES:  Guy Payne 869-2600 

gpaynevt@gmail.com 
WEB SITE: www.westminsterwest.org 

 
 

WEEKLY MID-DAY PRAYER SERVICE 
 

Pastor Susie continues to set time aside for prayers for the 
community, usually on Thursday afternoons from 1:30-2:00. 
She is not welcoming prayers in person at the church at that 
time due to current restrictions on gathering beyond household 
groups, but most weeks during that time she offers prayers and 
a brief reflection time via live stream on our church’s Facebook 
page. This can be accessed even by people who don’t have 
Facebook accounts! Join her at that time (or later, as it remains 
available online) to light a candle and raise the joys and con-
cerns of our community in prayer. If you have prayer concerns 
that you'd like to include on her list (to be said aloud or held in 
confidentiality), call or email her and let her know.  (See contact 
info in Church Office Hours.) 
 

OUR EASTER FLOWER 
 

  
 

Fritillaria Imperialis, from the Keukenhof Tulip Garden, Holland 
  

ONLINE PAYMENT OPTION NOW AVAILABLE 
  

Did you know how easy it is to support the work of our church? 
There is a ”button” on the home page of our website 
(www.westminsterwest.org), where a one-time or repeating do-
nation can easily be made, either using your favorite credit/debit 
card or using PayPal. We just ask that you leave us a note tell-
ing us what the payment is for. We certainly thank you for help-
ing us get through this difficult season! 
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Monday, November 8th 2021 
 

Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
 

Today is the first weekday of shorter afternoons as 
the clocks have just fallen back! The new moon and 
Venus are shining brightly in the twilight this  
evening. It is a beautiful sight. 
 

I have recently returned to Westminster West after 
living in Marlboro for 32 years. I am back home in  
the family place on Hickory Ridge Road. Over the 
years that I was away, I came several times a week  
to visit my mother and often found myself at the 
Westminster West Congregational Church for some 
community gathering or other - it could have been  
the joyous Community Fair in September; filming a 
raucous Thanksgiving celebration for The World in 
Claire’s Classroom; attending a memorial service for  
a dear friend; meeting people to carpool up to the  
Pinnacle parking lot for a wildflower walk; or per- 
haps for the splendid Cabin Fever Supper.  
 

For over 230 years, our Church on the hill has kept 
watch over our small, close-knit community and 
helped us keep connected to one another. It is at  
the heart of this village and thus feeds our spirits in 
many ways. At this strange pandemic time that we 
have been living through since late winter of 2020, 
the Church has still managed to bring us together  
community take-home suppers, online auctions,  
and concerts – events that have nourished us all  
and the Church as well.  
 

Now is the time of year when we can support this  
venerable Church to keep it in good health so it can,  
in turn, do the same for our spirits and community. 
Please give as generously as you are able. No  
amount is too small. You know it will come back to  
us all many fold! 
 

With kind regards and good health to you all, 
 
 
Lisa Merton 

 
Your tax-deductible donation to the Congregational 
      Church of Westminster West  (or CCWW) 
              can be sent to 44 Church Street, 

                                 Putney, VT 05346 
 

                          Thank you again 
 
 
 

THE GIFT 
Andrea Capron 

 

Is it something wrapped in pretty paper and ribbon? 
Is it something given only on special occasions? 

Is it something expected as a reward or for winning a game? 
Is it something given out of love, guilt, fear or obligation? 

 

A gift might not be easily recognized… 
It may look like sickness or pain. 

It may mean losing someone. 
It may mean losing a job, a home or something else we think 

we can’t live without. 
 

The gift is recognizing what abundance really is. 
Feeling the heart open with awareness to possibilities. 
The gift is experiencing growth and insight from within. 

It is right here, right now! 
 

    TRACKS AND TREES 
  
The Windmill Hill Pinnacle Associ-
ation held a successful Tracks and 
Trees workshop with Lynn Levine 
March 5th, thanks to the recent 
snow. Participants learned to think 
like the animals they were tracking 
and connected with the forested 
landscape. Lynn also gave tips on 
identifying trees in the winter. For 
decades, Lynn has been an envi-
ronmental educator, a tracker, and 
a consulting forester. She has writ-
ten six books about the forest. Lynn 
has taken thousands of people into 
the woods. All workshop partici-
pants were provided with their own 
copy of Lynn's book, Mammal 
Tracks and Scat: Life-Size Pocket 
Guide. 

 
 

SUMMER SOLSTICE LABYRINTH WALK – JUNE 21ST 
 

The church is fortunate to own a gorgeous labyrinth, based on 
the ancient design in the cathedral of Chartres, France It is a 
beautiful pattern, painted purple on canvas, and it rolls out to fill 
our sanctuary. Currently, we open the labyrinth each solstice 
and equinox, to observe the cycles of the natural world, as well 
as on Ash Wednesday, to open the season of Lent. We look 
forward to its future outdoor use.  
 

All are welcome to the church’s labyrinth walks. Beyond the 
peaceful presence of the labyrinth, there is no particular pro-
gram. This is an all-ages event, and children often love laby-
rinths (though the general expectation is that those who partic-
ipate will be respectful of the silence).  
 

It's very easy to walk the labyrinth: simply come with clean 
socks (spares are available at the church), and follow the path 
at your own pace. We encourage you to try this contemplative 
practice for yourself. The next scheduled walk will celebrate the 
summer solstice: Thursday, June 21 at 7- 8 pm. Please come! 
 
The Spring Solstice is on hold.  Stay timed for information. 
 
S 



WESTMINSTER WEST SCHOOL NEWS 
From Charlie Hutchinson and Principal Elizabeth Harty 

 

Although it looked different from past years we had a wonder-
ful Winter Sports season.  This year all students and staff 
stayed on campus and engaged in a variety of activities such 
as skating, cross country skiing and snowshoeing.  We had 
perfect weather and 3 great community-building afternoons. 
 

 
 

Three slaters enjoy the ice 
 

Under the leadership of our Farm to School Coordinator and 
Librarian, Mandy Walsh, first and second graders studied fire 
safety and learned how to build a fire.  Our third graders con-
tinued to learn about native cultures of Vermont by making tra-
ditional Abenaki wampum bracelets.  
 

Fourth graders have been traveling all over the state of Ver-
mont, with no shoes on (!) by walking on a GIANT map of the 
state (covering the entire class-room floor) lent to us by 
Friends of Geography Education. Definitely a low carbon way 
to get around! 

 

 
 

Fourth graders traveling our state 

February 14th filled our hallways and classrooms with love as 
students and staff celebrated Valentine's Day. Classrooms 
held celebrations, passed out Valentines, and showed grati-
tude and appreciation for the WCS school community. 
 

 
 

Valentine Making 
 

WCS had only three Covid cases so last February and we are 
adapting to the State’s new guidelines on testing and quaran-
tine. The weekly PCR surveillance testing program has been 
suspended, as well as the test to stay program. Now, students 
who are considered close contacts will be sent home with five 
antigen tests.  If the student has tested negative for that day, 
they are allowed to come to school.  This is a way to keep kids 
in school and allow for some monitoring of the COVID spread. 
Students who test positive for COVID are expected to take two 
negative tests (at least 24 hours apart) before returning to in-
person learning.  As before, parents of children who exhibit 
Covid symptoms are asked to keep their child home.  Our 
school staff continue to work with families to provide accurate 
information on return dates as well as remote learning when 
appropriate.  The state recommendation on wearing masks in 
school remains in place. The Governor has said he will revisit 
that guidance at the end of this month, and then it will be up to 
the school boards to adopt any new guidance that comes from 
the state after that.  
 

The budget for next year was recently passed by the Westmin-
ster School Board. It will be presented to the voters for ratifica-
tion or amendment at the (delayed) town meeting on April 30th, 
outdoors at the Westminster Institute. The budget is signifi-
cantly lower than last year, without sacrificing any program-
ming, thanks both to the discovery of accounting errors in our 
favor at the Supervisory Union finance office and to the influx of 
federal money for Covid relief measures and mitigation. 



LIBRARY READING GROUP READS ON 
 

The library book group meet over Zoom the 3rd Monday every 
month (from 7-9 pm). The job of presenter and discussion 
leader is shared among members, with the person who pro-
posed the book under discussion being the leader.  New mem-
bers are welcome.  Please call Lise Cavanaugh (387-4682) 
with your questions and/or to sign up as a participant. Lise will 
order copies of the books through inter library loan.  Please get 
in touch with her if you have, or are planning to have, copies of 
the books. Here is our list for the new year: 

 

March 21: “Heart Spring Mountain” by Robin McArthur 
             Facilitator: not me 
April:18: “American Nations” by Collin Woodard 
             Facilitator: Charlie Hutchison 
May 15: “Learning from the Germans” by Susan Neiman 
             Facilitator: maybe you 
June 20: “How Beautiful We Were” by Embolo Mbue 
             Facilitator: who knows 
 

LENT MADNESS 
From Susie Webster-Toleno 

 

Since Lent is essentially upon us, so is my beloved Lent Mad-
ness! For those of you who don't know about it, Lent Madness 
is a delightful, light-hearted "bracket" on the idea of basketball's 
March Madness, in which participants vote for a saint each 
weekday of Lent, in an attempt to influence which will be 
awarded "the Golden Halo." It's all kinds of fun to learn about 
saints from throughout the ages ~ and it's easy and free to par-
ticipate. Here's a link to learn more: Lent Madness Bracket. It's 
fun to fill it out in advance in an attempt to predict who will win, 
but just as fun to check in daily, read about two saints, and then 
vote for whichever one appeals to you for whatever reason or 
no reason at all. (Today I learned that St. Felix's day of venera-
tion happens to be Owen's birthday, which was reason enough 
for me to choose him over St. Oscar ~ and yes, they did pit 
Oscar against Felix.) So anyway ... I commend it to you as a 
source of fun, education, and inspiration. 
 
 

WESTMINSTER ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
 

Saturday April 30 at 10 am 

On the lawn of Westminster Institute 

Rain location: Westminster Fire Station bays 
  

Articles 2 – 6, Town Fire District #3 and Budget 

Articles 7 – 15, Town and Budget items 

Articles 16 – 19, School District and Budget 
 

Dog Licenses due April 1st 
 

Rabies Clinic Saturday March 26th 

At Rockingham Veterinary Clinic with  

Dr. Vincent DiBernardo  10am to noon 

Cost $15.00 

 
 

PLEASE VOTE YES ON ARTICLE 14 
 

Shall the voter of the Town of Westminster raise and appropri-

ate the sum of $7,000 dollars to the Westminster West Library 

to join the Catamount Library Network.  This will pay for addi-

tional hours for the Librarian and additional annual costs asso-

ciated with joining the network.  From Lise Cavanaugh 

 

PINNACLE ANNUAL MEETING 

  SATURDAY MAY 7 - 4PM - ON LINE 
 

All Windmill Hill Pinnacle Association members and supporters 
are invited to attend our annual meeting on Saturday, May 7th, 
at 4pm. via Zoom, Board president Silos Roberts will share 
news and updates on our conservation work and present the 
Volunteer of the Year award. Our featured speaker will be Rob-
ert Zaino, State Lands Ecologist with the Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Department. The Zoom link will be posted at wind-
millhillpinnacle.org and emailed to members 
 

Bob Zaino has been working with the department since 2008. 
He holds a master's degree from the Field Naturalist Program 
at the University of Vermont. As the department's state lands 
ecologist, Bob is responsible for the inventory, assessment, 

and monitoring of natural commu-
nities and important ecological fea-
tures. Bob also works statewide on 
lands owned and managed by the 
agency of natural resources in-
cluding wildlife management areas 
(WMAs), State Forests, and State 
Parks. Bob is also charged with 
collaborating with other state lands 
managers to protect and enhance 
significant ecological features and 
work on the development of the 
state lands long-range manage-

ment plan. During his time off, Bob enjoys fly-fishing, rock 
climbing, canoeing, and backcountry skiing. 

 

SNOWSHOE WALK ON PINNACLE TRAIL 
Sunday, March 13th at 1 p.m. 
Tony Coven and John Gregg will lead this late winter hike. 
RSVP to WHPAtrails@gmail.com and meet at the Westmin-
ster West Church. Participants should dress warmly, bring wa-
ter and snacks, and bring snowshoes. If you need snowshoes 
you can check out a pair from the Westminster West Public 
Library. (See Spring Calendar for open hours) 
 

SPRING WILDFLOWER WALK ON PINNACLE TRAILS 
Sunday, May 1st at 11 am, rain or shine 
Lisa Merton and Libby Mills will lead this spring wildflower walk 
which is limited to 12 people. To register call Lisa Merton at 
802-387-6629. Wear sturdy footwear and meet at the West-
minster West Church. 

 

Reservations are mandatory for an overnight at the Pinnacle 
Shelter, to reserve a date, call Valerie Barry 802-376-8365.   

  
 

SUGGESTED DONATION FOR THE WHISTLER 

Basic  $25    Neighborly  $50     Angelic  $100 
 

Send donations to CCWW Whistler, 44 Church St, WW, 05346 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.lentmadness.org/bracket/
http://windmillhillpinnacle.org/
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Congregational Church of Westminster West 
THE WEST PARISH WHISTLER 

44 Church Street 

Putney, VT 05346-9098 

 

 
 

We stand with our brothers and sisters in Ukraine 
 

SPRING 2021 NEWSLETTER AND CALENDAR 
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

S P R I N G    C A L E N D A R 
 

WEEKLY EVENTS: 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH of WEST WEST 
Church Service 10am   but please wear a mask 

 

HEALTH  AND  FITNESS:  
For new comers to exercise classes, Westminster Cares needs to 

 determine if the person is appropriate for that class first so they need 
to call Donna Dawson at Westminster Cares722- 3607 

 and she will put them in touch with the instructor. 
 

STRONG LIVING is happening by ZOOM 
Karen Walter and Ronnie Friedman lead online weight classes on 

Mondays and Thursdays. Karen’s class is at 9:30am, Ronnie’s class 
is at 10:30am  There is room for more folks and a donation to West-
minster Cares is appreciated. To get on Karen’s list email her Ka-

rensww7@gmail.com   However the Zoom host is Karen Blanchard, 
ren.blanchardreddog@gmail.com 

To get on Ronnie’s list email her - veronicafriedman24@gmail.com 
 

YOGA is happening by ZOOM 
Lisa Nigro leads a class Monday mornings from 10 to 11:15am. 

Email Lisa at  lisa.nigro.yoga@gmail.com 
 

PRE-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES  
Cancelled due to Covid 19 

 

WESTMINSTER WEST LIBRARY 
Mon 7-9pm    *    Tue & Wed 2-6pm      *    Thur 10am-noon  

Sat 10am – noon   Questions:  email Lise Cavanaugh 
Masks and social distancing are required 

LiseHCavanaugh@aol.com 
 

BUTTERFIELD LIBRARY 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 1 to 6pm Saturday 10:30 to 12:30 

The library and institute share a website and Facebook page 
website: https://butterfieldlibraryvt.wordpress.com 

 

SENIOR ACTIVITIES 
Secrets of Healthy Aging is happening by phone (WebEx). 

To register for this activity, call Donna Dawson 722-3607 and a 
 number will be emailed to you the day before the event. 

 

RECYCLING  
Recycling Center on Rte 5 - Wed & Sat - 9am - 1pm 

EXCERPTS FROM A CARL SANDBURG POEM 

HOPE IS A TATTERED FLAG   
 

Hope is a tattered flag and a dream of time.  
Hope is a heartspun word,  

the rainbow, the shadblow in white  
The evening star inviolable over the coal mines,  

The shimmer of northern lights 
 across a bitter winter night,  

The blue hills beyond the smoke of the steel works,  
The birds who go on singing to their mates  

in peace, war, peace, 
The horseshoe over the door, the luck piece in the pocket 

The Kiss and the comforting laugh and resolve--- 
Hope is an echo, hope ties itself yonder, yonder. 

The spring grass showing itself where least expected  
 

 

WESTMINSTER TOWN SCHOOL BOARD 
From Cheryl Charles 

 

The Westminster town school board is officially reinstated with 
full authority effective July 1, 2022. The March 1 elections al-
lowed us to fill the open slots to get to a full five-person board 
again. Two slots were filled already because Westminster vot-
ers elected me to a three-year term (expiring in 2024) and Char-
lie Hutchison to a two-year term (expiring in 2023).  
 

Here are your new Westminster School Directors:  
 

Jeff Carlstrom is an experienced professional providing ser-
vices through Vermont’s Department for Children and Families. 
Jeff’s wife, Melissa Carlstrom, was an excellent board member 
for the past three years.  
 

Karen Blanchard is a dedicated educator. She began her ca-
reer as an elementary school teacher and recently retired from 
her long-time faculty position at the School for International 
Training where her specialties included conflict transformation. 
 

Tine Biolsi is another thoughtful and experienced educator. 
Tine taught sixth grade last year at the Westminster Center 
School and has worked for many years in our neighboring 
school supervisory union to the south, the WSESU, as a math 
coach and in other educational roles. 
 

Until July 1 when the Westminster School Board once again 
has authority, Westminster is represented on the Windham 
Northeast Union Elementary School Board (WNUESD), the dis-
trict that was created with the forced merger of Athens, Grafton 
and Westminster. Elected to the term from March 1 through 
June 30, 2022 are:  
 

Elise Manning. Elise served wonderfully as a Westminster 
School Board member in the past and most recently as a 
WNUESD board member. Elise will help us complete this tran-
sitional process. 
 

David Major. David served several years as an outstanding 
chair of the Westminster School Board. He will join Elise in rep-
resenting Westminster in these final months of the transition 
process to full reinstatement of the town school board. 
 

We are successfully bringing school governance back to the 
Westminster community at a time when our community's chil-
dren, families, and educators especially need our support. They 
have stood bravely throughout these difficult COVID years. 
Thank you for voting and your support for the Westminster 
Community Schools.  

mailto:Karensww7@gmail.com
mailto:Karensww7@gmail.com
mailto:ren.blanchardreddog@gmail.com
mailto:lisa.nigro.yoga@gmail.com
https://butterfieldlibraryvt.wordpress.com/


NATURE MUSEUM OF GRAFTON PROGRAMS 
 

IN PERSON BEEKEEPING WORKSHOP 
at the Grafton Community Church Saturday 

March 26th, 10 am 
 

Sliding scale $20 - $40 register on our website, 
https://www.nature-museum.org/ 

 

Beekeeping is a joyful and rewarding pastime that brings par-
ticipants closer to nature. Natural Beekeeping author, Ross 
Conrad, will lead this workshop designed for those looking to 
get started in beekeeping. Topics covered include obtaining the 
equipment you will need, sourcing honey bees, choosing an 
apiary site, and overwintering bees in Vermont, along with nu-
merous tips for beginners. 
 

 
 

Ross Conrad learned his craft from the late Charles Mraz, 
world-renowned beekeeper and his son Bill Mraz.  Conrad is a 
former president of the Vermont Beekeeper's Association, a 
regular contributor to Bee Culture - The Magazine of American 
Beekeeping, author of Natural Beekeeping: Organic Ap-
proaches to Modern Apiculture, and co-author of The Land of 
Milk and Honey: A History of Vermont. 
 

Ross has given bee related presentations and led organic bee-
keeping workshops and classes throughout North America for 
many years. His beekeeping business, Dancing Bee Gardens, 
supplies friends, neighbors with honey and candles among 
other bee related products, has 5-frame nucleus bee colonies 
available each June, and provides bees for Vermont pollination 
in spring. 
 

WINTER WILDLIFE TRACKING with KYLE RODD 
Saturday March 12 from 11 AM - 3PM 

OUTDOORS IN AREAS AROUND THE NATURE MUSEUM 
 

Sliding scale $25 - $35 register on our website  
https://www.nature-museum.org 

 

.Local Naturalist, Kyle Rodd, will teach us the fundamentals of  

tracking - one of humanity's first sciences - as well as how to 
bring a landscape-level view to our own mammal tracking. This 
ecological and habitat-based approach will help streamline our 
tracking process and deepen our awareness of the natural re-
lationships unfolding around us. 
 

This event will occur outdoors in a variety of locations surround-
ing the museum and/or at nearby sites depending on condi-
tions. Participants should be prepared to be outdoors for the 
duration of the program and for moderate hiking/snowshoeing 
as we explore and discover wildlife track/sign. Don’t have snow-
shoes? No problem! Just make sure to indicate this on your 
registration form. This will occur snow or shine!  But, in the 
event of hazardous weather, please note the makeup date of 
the following day. 
 

Kyle is both an outdoor and college educator, with decades of 
experience tracking the animal species of New England. While 
earning his Master's degree in Environmental Studies, Kyle fo-
cused on the tracks and signs of New England mammals, and 
how to understand their distribution throughout the landscape 
by looking through an ecological lens and focusing on habitat. 
Kyle has been an outdoor educator for a decade, leading trips 
throughout the woods and waters of central New England, and 
instructing students in tracking, primitive skills, climbing, pad-
dling, caving, and more. In recent years, Kyle has been an in-
structor at regional colleges and universities. Currently, he’s the 
Director of Youth Programs & Field Staff at Wolf Tree based in 
Montague, MA. Most importantly, Kyle is a husband and father 
of two amazing and adventurous daughters. 
 

HYEANAS, CARNIVORES AND THE ECOSYSTEM 
Dr Jaime Tanner Thursday March 10 from 7-8:30 PM 

at the Grafton Community Church & live-streamed via Zoom. 
 

Sliding scale register on our website  
https://www.nature-museum.org/. 

 

Large carnivores play critical roles in ecosystems around the 
world; they are mammals with unique connections to the land.  
Join Dr. Jaime Tanner for her talk about one of the most leg-
endary carnivores – the spotted hyena. 
 

As the most abundant large carnivore in sub-Saharan Africa, 
the spotted hyena plays an integral role in the predator-prey dy-
namics of the Serengeti ecosystem. The patterns of rainfall as 
well as the variation in soil and vegetation in the Serengeti 
drives the movements of large herbivores that, in turn, sustain 
large carnivore populations.  
 

In this talk, Jaime Tanner will describe these ecosystem drivers 
and then focus on one of the least appreciated but most inter-
esting carnivores in the Serengeti - the spotted hyena. 
 

Come see this event in-person at the Grafton Community 
Church, or join us via a simultaneous livestream through Zoom.  
A recording will be available afterward if you aren’t able to join 
us that night (please register for the link). 
 

Dr. Jaime Tanner is an Associate Professor in the Marlboro In-
stitute for Liberal Arts and Interdisciplinary Studies at Emerson 
College. Her research focuses on the relationship between 
feeding behavior and skull morphology, primarily in carnivorous 
mammals. This work takes an integrative approach, combining 
behavioral field work, performance data and work with museum 
collections to understand the shifting relationship between form 
and function throughout development and in response to envi-
ronmental changes. 

https://www.nature-museum.org/
https://www.nature-museum.org/
https://www.nature-museum.org/


GOODIES FROM OLD WHISTLERS 
 

 
 

A prior Easter Sunrise Service - Photo by Malcolm Toleno 
 

 
 

CELTIC BLESSING 
 

May the blessings of light be on you – light without and 
light within.  May the blessed sunlight shine on you like 
a great peat fire, so that the stranger and friend may 
come and warm themselves at it. 

 

And may the light shine out of the two eyes of you, like 
a candle set in the window of a house bidding the wan-
derer come in out of the storm.  And may the blessing 
of the rain be on you, may it beat upon your Spirit and 
wash it fair and clean, and leave there a shining pool 
where the blue of Heaven shines, and sometimes a 
star. 

 

And may the blessing of the earth be on you, soft under 
your feet as you pass along the roads, soft under you 
as you lie out on it, tired at the end of the day; and may 
it rest easy over you when, at last you lie out under it.  
May it rest so lightly over you that your soul may be out 
from under it quickly; up and off on its way to God.  

 

And now may the Lord bless you, and bless you kindly. 
 

 

 
FOR THE LONGEST TIME 

Worth listening to again 
 

https://enchantmentathamilton.org/20200601ForTheLongestT
ime.mp4 

ON GIVING 
By Pia Rabin 

 

He that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord, 
and the Lord will repay him. 

Proverbs 19:17 
 

How much shall I give You, 
You who has given me all things, 

even life itself, who made me 
because You wanted one of me. 

 

How grateful am I? 
How much do I trust You? 

What do I know 
of all You give and shall give? 
The wonder of Your loving us 

with the hard travail of Your Only Son 
 

The giftings of this sacred now 
full of Your grace and guidance 

How much is more than enough? 
The tenth of all, the tithe 

 

And where? The Sunday church, 
the cleft palates, the hungry poor 

How much will I offer 
from all You so freely have given? 

The widow gave her all. 
 

 
 

Alison Latham in last year’s Easter Bonnet, 
Can you find the robin?   Photo by Jennifer Latham 
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